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The New Frontier

Through the years, the Mahoning River has been
a constant in an everchanging landscape, The
amival of European sellers began fhe
transformation of the region from a natural
widemess, whene the chief lure to the natves was
the sall gprngs (Mahoning is a native word
meaning at the salt lick), to a thrving community
with all the amenities of a MNew England
commaniy,

While fhera were only filteen families living in the
entire Weslem Resenve in 1798, by 1800 same
thirtean thousand inhabdants had begun the eod
of migration to America’s westem frontier-the Ohio
tarritory. On July 10, 1800, the entire Wesiem
Reserve was proclaimed o be the county of
Trumbull with Wadren serving as tha county seat.
A5 the Westem Resenve capital, Warmen was tha
political, cultural, social, and governmental canler
of tha thriving now soitiemant.

The paople that sotfied in the Westem Resarve
lended 1o be single males and young famdies.
When they amived they had the fough task of
building homes and clearing the land. Women wens
responsble for the general well being of the famiy.
At this ima, thera was ttle health cara and famiios
refied on home remedies. Diseass took hold and
many pecple, especialy children, disd. Measies,
diphtheria, flu, smallpox and fever caused mast of
the prablams. et the dtizens persevened making
tha basi of thers new home.

On July 4, 1800, Wamen had its first public
celebration, When all ware assemblad, they found
themsalvas without musical instrumants, 5o two
musicians from the group made their own. One
made a fife cul from the stem of an elder bush and
drummer mada his from a hollow peppenidoe tiea
liog the base and fawm skin for the heads. This was
tha first of many community calebrations.

Growing With the Times

In time the river gave way ko other maans of
transportation. One of the first roads was lhe
fumpike between Warren and Ashlabula, loday
known as Mahaning Avenua and Routa 45 which
was no doubt Uraveled by the Warren-produced
Packard automobiles when they  were
manufaciured neary a century labor.

Equally vital o Waren's growth was the builkding
of the Ohio and Pennsylvania Canal, also known
% tho Mahoning Canal. The eighty-two mile canal
linked the Ohéo and Laka Ere Canal in Akron to
the river to Fittsburgh. The canal opened lor traflic
in 1639, and worked wel for a number of years.

Progress brought newer technology, and with the
growth of the city came plans lo build a railroad.
The firs{ Claveland and Mahoning Radroad train

chugged through Warmen in July of 1855.

The lron Horse wasn't thi only rairoad to pass
through Warmen. As the issue of stavery became
more domnant in national polics, this ama
became a leader i the success of the
Linderground Rafeoad. Trumbull County reporiedly
had 53 miles of track, making it one of fhe targast
paths 1o freedom in the stale. I is rumored that a
lunnel once axlended from tho onginal First
Prestryledian Church beneath Mahoning Avenus to
Ihe rvarbani.

The Chvil War saw Warren sand many of s young
into senvice in the 2* and the 6™ Dhio Voluniesr
Cavalry. During its four-year lanuie, the 2 Ohio
fraveled a iotal distance of 27,000 mies and
parlicpated in rinety-seven engagements. The &0
Ohio served in sidy-one engagemenis, amang
senicl ended with their witness of Lee's sumender
al Appomatiox Courl House.






